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Minutes

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2024
To receive apologies for absence
Steven Mather SM

To confirm the Minutes of the AGM on 31 October 2023 as a correct record and to consider
any matters arising from them.

These were agreed by all members
To receive the President’s Report for the year 2023/2024

It has been a very exciting year, and it is with a profound sense of gratitude, pride and a
touch of nostalgia that | deliver my final remarks as President today. | am deeply grateful for
the trust and support that everyone has shown me throughout this remarkable journey.

When | assumed the Presidency, | knew that our society had a strong foundation built by
those who came before me, yet | also recognised that | set my own challenges during my
tenure — increase membership and engagement, continue to foster a sense of unity and
collaboration with our legal community and connect with businesses in Leicestershire.
Encourage professionals to mentor the young, thereby connecting with the youth with an
insight into the Law and continuing with the governance of the society.

During my tenure, | hosted 12 events, which were all well-received and successful. My first
event was the Diwali dinner, and my final event concluded with professional networking. |
am pleased to confirm that all my events were sold out and we raised a profit for LLS. My
charity fundraiser was well attended and took me out of my comfort zone.

| took a risk this year with the awards by allowing non-members to apply in the hope that
they would become members. Much to my delight, a handful did, and | thoroughly enjoyed
hosting the event and was very happy with who | chose for my President's and lifetime
achievement award. | also decided to change the method of the selection process of the
awards to streamline the process, and while we did have a few teething issues, | do believe
that this has been corrected for this year. The summer garden party this year was at a new
venue; it was a joy to see all the newly qualified solicitors beaming to start their legal



journey. The pool tournament was a delightful evening, and whilst | do not wish to tie any
future presidents, | must say that with the trophy being presented, it could be an annual
event. My final event being the professional networking, was really well received and some
solicitors from Loughborough have shown an interest in joining the LLS. | attended another
35 events on behalf on LLS. | believe | have represented the LLS this year in the best way
possible and continued to raise its profile.

Naturally, all of this would not have been possible without the LLS Manager, who has been
there to support and help me during my year. | would also like to take this opportunity to
express my thanks to the LLS Executive Committee and Main Committee, whose tireless
work behind the scenes has been invaluable. Also, to our members, thank you for your
engagement, your contributions and for making the society what it is, which is a vibrant,
dynamic community of professionals. Not forgetting the unwavering support from Cross
Productions, and Sally in particular, who assisted me throughout my year.

| was also very pleased to see that when the finances were circulated that the income for
this year was circa £88,000 and retained a profit of £4,400. | am also delighted to have raised
the sum of £5,311.82 for my three chosen charities, Memphys, Zinthiya Trust and Help the
Homeless. Kye will go into more details with the accounts.

| would also like to take the opportunity to thank all of our Patrons, Marsh, Severn Trent, DG
Legal, University of Leicester, DMU, Mattioli Woods, Synergy, Paradigm Will and Legal
Services, Bear Earth Trident and The Parmar Collection. Not forgetting our business partners,
Hitz Rao, Cross Productions, Schwartz and Ecclestone, Soar Valley Press, Open Mind Training
and Development and Kazzoo IT.

As | hand over the reins to my successor, Greg Hollingsworth, | do so with full confidence
that the society is in excellent hands. He brings a wealth of experience, passion and vision to
the role, and | do not doubt that under his leadership the Leicestershire Law Society will
continue to thrive and grow.

In closing, | want to say how much | have cherished this opportunity. The role has been a
professional milestone for me. It has been a deeply personal journey for me that | will carry
with me for the rest of my life. Though my term of presidency comes to an end, my
commitment to this society and the legal profession does not, and | look forward to
continuing to work alongside all of you.

To receive the Accounts for the Year ended 30 September 2024

Good Afternoon, All. Firstly, congratulations, Bhumika, who has clearly left the society in a
strong financial position, taking things forward into Greg's year. Some points to note from
the circulated report. The general level of income received by the LLS has increased from
£80,000 to £ 88,000. The main reason for this is the lift in income from our Patrons, an uplift
in subscriptions, which is a positive thing. As Bhumika mentioned, we have had some
outreaches in the county, and the hope would be that as we spend more time with
colleagues in the county, we will expand further in terms of membership. We have also had
a slight lift in income from the annual awards.

The level of expenditure has increased from £70,000 to £78,000, and the main reason for
this is the slight change in employment structure. There has also been some sundry income
from The Matrix Networking, The Summer Garden Party, and general donations. The surplus



for the year was £9,500. The reserves are now close to servicing the society for the entire
year with no income. From speaking with Greg, | know we are going to move forward and
have another successful year. In terms of the balance sheet, we have £59,486 in the bank.
The closing reserves are £ 71,872.

The treasurer's report was accepted by the committee

5. To elect Officers and Members of the Committee for the coming year 2024/2025;

a. The following candidates have been nominated to fill the offices of President, Vice

President, Deputy Vice President, Honorary Treasurer and Executive Chair;

OFFICE

NAME

NOMINATED BY

SECONDED BY

President

Greg Hollingsworth

Gina Samuel-Richards

Nicholas Foreman

Vice President

Chimdinma Nwaigwe

Bhumika Parmar

Gina Samuel-Richards

Deputy Vice President

Naila Igbal

Greg Hollingsworth

Bhumika Parmar

Executive Chair

Naila Igbal

Gina Samuel-Richards

Chimdinma Nwaigwe

Honorary Treasurer

Kye Herbert

Gina Samuel-Richards

Chimdinma Nwaigwe

b. The following candidates have been nominated for the committee

Ajay Aggarwal Rakesh Veja
Amir Ahmed Bethany Grey
Christl Hughes Vijay Kumar

Nicholas Forman Matthew Olner

Gina Samuel-Richards

All committee members were nominated and seconded by current members of the
committee.

6. To transact any other business.

7. Incoming President’s Address.

I am hugely honoured to be the President of the Leicestershire Law Society. The first meeting of
the Leicestershire Law Society was at The Guildhall on 13 December 1860, and later this year,
the Society will celebrate its 164" anniversary. That is a huge achievement, and | am grateful to
all the members, firms, associate members, patrons and business partners who continue to
support the Society. The Leicestershire Law Society continues to be one of the most active local
law societies in the country, and | hope that is something which continues in the years ahead.
Before | say a few words about my plans for the next 12 months, | want to congratulate Bhumika
on an outstanding year as President. Bhumika has been a credit to the Society, the profession
and her firm. Thank you for all that you have done. Being President is a four year commitment,
starting with being the DVP through to being the immediate past President — so | am delighted
that | have still have Bhumika to help me for another 12 months.

Somebody that is coming to the end of that four year cycle is Gina Samuel-Richards. As Gina’s
tenure as the immediate past President comes to an end, | wanted to thank Gina for all her
efforts, over four years, for the Society.

| came to Leicester in 1988 to study at the University of Leicester. | studied both at the University
of Leicester and, for my professional exams, at DMU. | have spent the whole of my career



working in this city and today in fact marks the 30™" anniversary of when | first went onto the
Solicitors roll. So to be appointed today feels like perfect symmetry.

In terms of my plans for the next twelve months, | want to follow on the great work of the
presidents that have come before me. Two of the aims of the Leicestershire Law Society is to
promote Leicester as a centre of excellence and to forge strong relationships with our local
universities. My hope over the next twelve months is that we can continue to grow the
relationships with both Universities, to promote Leicester as a centre of both academic
excellence and professional excellence. By working in collaboration, | hope that we can continue
to support the next generation of lawyers as well as having access to an amazing pool of talent
to work in this city and the counties of Leicestershire and Rutland. As part of that, | hope to
promote an initiative to secure 100 additional days of work experience from our member firms
so we can provide more opportunities to students to experience a day in private practice.

| am also keen to put the profession and the Society at the heart of our community. As a
profession, we are a service industry and in very simple terms, we help people. Whether we help
people move house, with relationship breakdowns, with their mental health, with bereavement
or buying and selling a business, in simple terms — we help people. Both as a society and as a
profession, | want to create a positive image for what we do and the people that we are. As a
society, we have raised money over many years for charity. During the course of the next year, |
plan to support two local charities who are at the centre of our community: LAMP — the
Leicestershire Action for Mental Health Project, a mental health advocacy charity that supports
people in need by giving them a voice. My second charity is YMCA Leicestershire who do
incredible work in the fields of homelessness, particularly with young people, across this city.
These are two charities that are working incredibly hard and | hope you can support them.

As some of you may know, | am an Ambassador for LAMP. | am passionate about promoting
good mental health and mental health awareness. In May 2024, the Law Society reported that in
a survey of nearly 3,000 lawyers, over 70% said they suffered with anxiety. There was also a 24%
increase on the number of people contacting LawCare, the mental health and wellbeing charity,
for legal professionals. | hope that we can create a focus on wellbeing across Leicestershire and
Rutland within the professional, and | will be joined in this by five Wellbeing Champions: Gina
Samuel-Richards, Amir Ahmed, Jasmine Lees, Mandy Bradbury and Gavin Dilkes. Between us, we
want to create an environment where people can speak up, and find support. Our Wellbeing
Champions cover many of the roles in our firms, and we are here to listen if people want to talk.
| am hoping that as part of the bicentenary celebrations of the national Law Society, our focus on
mental wellbeing will be part of the agenda for the national President when he is due to visit
Leicester. | want our local agenda to become part of that national agenda. This is something that
Charlotte and | are talking about to the national Law Society, and we will be doing our best to
bring that to fruition.

| want us to be proud of what we do as solicitors and of this Society. We are a Law Society with a
long history, dating back to 1860. With this in mind, | am introducing a new LLS pin badges. |
want to create a pride in our profession and in this Society. | would like to present the very first
badges to Bhumika & Gina. These are also available to purchase by our members.

Both the Society and myself are incredibly grateful for the continued support of our patrons.
Thanks to the University of Leicester, DMU, Severn Trent, DG Legal, Marsh JLT, Mattioli Woods,
Paradigm Wills and Legal Services, Synergy Personnel, Trident, Parmar Collective and Bare Earth
for their ongoing support. | look forward to working with all of you over the next 12 months and
thank you for both the support past, present and future. For our members, please get to know
our patrons — they are some of our biggest supporters and we are very lucky to have them.

In terms of the first few events for the remainder of the year, we have a Pizza & Prosecco Social
on 18 November at Veeno. We also have a collaborative event with DMU on 26 November which
is a talk from Charlie Lawson, author and speaker, on networking for the unnatural networker.
This will hopefully be a really useful event for the students to understand networking skills and |



am hoping as many of you as possible will come along to that event to take part in the
networking after Charlie’s talk with the DMU.

The final event of the year will be in December when we are going to have a Christmas Cocktail
and Mocktail party on 12 December 2024 — which will also celebrate our 164" anniversary if we
can manage to stay out till midnight. There will be bellinis, mulled wine, mince pies and a DJ — so
| promise we’ll have some serious Christmas tunes in our very own private bar in the Knight &
Garter.

To finish, | also wanted to thank you to some key people.

My friends and colleagues at the LLS and also Hollingsworths, past and present. Thank you to
Henry Doyle who was a partner at the firm on my first day as a trainee, and who has kept his eye
on me and been incredibly supportive. Thank you to Mandy Bradbury who has had a constant
source of support for well over 20 years, and is a truly valued colleague.

And to my family: my wife, Debbie — who has learnt like many district judges, that my time
estimates are very unreliable. Thank you for supporting me for 30 years!

My daughter Evie, a budding lawyer herself. In business, you are often asked “What is your
“Why"”?". Evie is my “Why”.

My mum and dad - who aren’t here today — but are at home on Wirral. | was incredibly fortunate
to have supportive and loving parents, who encouraged me. One of the reasons for choosing
YMCA Leicestershire as a charity was for the support they give young people who don’t have the
best start in life or don’t have the right support around them. | was lucky. So thanks to all you
amazing parents who support your children to be the best versions of themselves.

Thank for you to all these people that | have mentioned for their continued support and your
belief in me. These are people who believe in me more than | believe in myself. | am truly
blessed with the support network that | have, and | would not be standing here this afternoon if
it was not for all of them.

Thank you again for this opportunity to be your President. | promise that | will represent you to
the best of my ability.



