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Executive Chair’s Report  

Dated: 21st  October 2024 

 

 

Sub Board Reports 

 

1. Crime – Enclosed 
2. Editorial – No report submitted 
3. Civil Litigation – No chair 
4. Education and Training –Enclosed 
5. Equality and Diversity – Enclosed 
6. Events – Enclosed 
7. Family – Enclosed 
8. Membership – No report submitted 
9. NCB – No report submitted due to no meetings held 
10. Patronage – No report submitted 
11. County Societies – Enclosed 
12. Small Firms - Enclosed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name of Sub Board – Crime  

Members of the Sub Board are: 

Kate Nield (Dodds Solicitors LLP)  Chris Swistak (Young Swistak) 

Mike Diez (M&M Solicitors)  Kerri Pattrick(Smith Partnership) 

Beth McGovern (Smith Partnership)  

 

Update –  

1. Legal Aid Cyber Attack 

Discussion as to when the portal was likely to be operational again. The latest is September but no further detail 
received. Some indications received that this is likely to be pushed back. Firms had been receiving 
documentation/spreadsheet to update details as to the portal access that needs to be reinstated.  

Conversation that when the portal first went down, firms were to re-submit legal aid applications for all those 
self-granted whilst the portal has been out of action. Discussions held as to how firms are being paid and that it 
is not completely clear as to what to reconcile has and hasn’t been paid.  

Audits also discussed. At present, these do not include file submissions have been members experiences but 
request for specific files in due course.  

 

2. New Duty Solicitor Rota 

Incoming shortly. Members received notification from the gov.uk website but did not include the new rota, likely 
to follow very shortly. Members to keep an eye out.  

 

3. Courses 

Some good feedback received from Olwyn’s latest Crime Update held at the Dodds office. The next course is due 
for Oct 16th 2025. KN agreed to share notes if possible. It was reported that these were particularly helpful for 
those who have SQM as courses in person are required.  

 

4. Phone Lines at Leicester Magistrates Court.  

Unfortunately, the listings office as we know it has been removed. Parties concerned that Court users had not 
been made aware. Very limited staff now available at the listings office at Leicester Magistrates and parties to 
bear this in mind. Parties also commented that there was a new cohort of users that were assisting with Court 
business generally.  

 

5. Case Progression Court.  

These were communicated as being very helpful. Some members experienced cases resolving favourably prior 
to the day of trial. Parties reminded to list case where appropriate to keep the initiative going. Next Case 
Management Clinic listed on the 03 September 2025 and to get in touch with Sam Sharman, legal advisor at 
Leicester Magistrates Court who has taken the lead with Case Management Clinics. 

 

6. XL Bully Cases  



Specific case law discussed and personal experience of cases generally. ‘Lead’ prosecutors in specific areas helpful 
to be aware of and specific information to be shared between members if/where possible.  

 

7. Court User Meeting  

Next date – Thurs 18th September 1.15-2.30pm at Leicester Magistrates Court. Parties agreed that the last 
meeting was very productive/helpful.  

 

8. AOB 

None 

Members of the Sub Board-Crime hope to meet next at Christmas – date/time TBC.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Leicestershire Law Society:  Education & Training Sub board  

Report for AGM :    29 October 2025 

Date of Report :   30 September 2025 

 

1. Members :   Parvien Akhtar (“PA”) (chair) and Kye Herbert (“KH”) 

 

2. No of Meetings:  2 

 

Discussions over past 12 months: 

 

• Collaboration 

o Engage with other sub-boards to explore collaboration on course content and 

pooling of resources. 

o Establish a timetable to ensure LLS delivers 1–2 courses per quarter for members. 

 

• Promotion of Training & Seminars 

o Continue promoting external seminars (e.g., DG Legal) through member bulletins. 

o Explore additional training opportunities to offer directly. 

o Maintain existing collaborations with: 

• COPA 
• Resolution  

• Leicester and Leicestershire Family Justice Board 

• Midland Circuit  

 

• Communications 

o Publish regular updates in the LLS magazine. 

o Develop a recurring column to share insights with members. 

• Explore opportunities to recruit new team members to expand the current group. 

• Consider potential merger with another group. 

• Decision to be discussed further at the next meeting. 

 
Chair : Parvien Akhtar 

 

 

 

 

 



Leicestershire Law Society -    Report for AGM 29 October 2025 

Date of Report:  6 October 2025 

Name of Sub Board:  Equality & Diversity  

Members of the Sub Board are: 

• Chimdi Nwaigwe  

• Ammaarah  

• Rakesh Veja  

 

Number of Meetings  

Over the past 5 months, the sub-board has met once  

 

Summary of work carried out April 2025 – September 2025 

• The sub board was revived in April 2025 having been dormant, and since then we have formally met 

once, a second meeting was scheduled but was cancelled due to an urgent hearing RV had to attend. 

Additional members are welcome to join this sub board, but we are able to continue as we are.   

• Have a calendar which provides details of religious and cultural festivities and celebrations, and provides 

details of awareness days/weeks so that future articles/events etc. can be tailored around these.  

• We discussed hosting an event to raise awareness and highlight issues around E&D 

• CN wrote an article for the LLS magazine on behalf of the E&D sub board 

Plans for the next 12 months include. 

• To be more active in the next period  

• Continue to provide articles for the LLS magazine to highlight topical issues and celebrate everyone’s 

individuality. An article is ready for the next publication.  

• Host an event with an E&D theme, perhaps a panel discussion.        

• To collaborate between the Presidents events and E&D themes.  

 

 

Chairperson: Rakesh Veja  

 

 

 

 



Leicestershire Law Society -    Report for AGM October 2025 

Date of Report:  29 September 2025 

Name of Sub Board:  Events 

Members of the Sub Board are: 

• Sharon Percival (SP) of Johnson Astills - Chair 

• Naila Iqbal (NI) of CPS 

• Parvien Akther (PA) of Bright Legal 

• Rakesh Veja (RV) of Thaliwell Veja 

 

Number of Meetings  

Over the past 12 months, the sub-board has met twice  

 

5 bullet points on work carried out Sept 2024 – September 2025 

• Ensuring all current members of the Sub Board are active.  Inactive members will not be retained on the 
Sub Board. 

• Reviewing whether the Sub Board has a sufficient number of members.  There may be a need to seek 
additional members to this Sub Board, particularly to assist when arranging to help with events.  This 
issue to be kept under review. 

• Assisting with and providing support regarding organisation of attendees at the Civic Dinner. 

• Assisting with and providing support at the Law Society Annual Awards evening, including welcoming 
some of the dignitaries and ensuring they were aware of where they needed to go and which table they 
would be seated at. 

• Considering whether the Sub Board can play a larger role in assisting the Society with the planning and 
organisation of events. 

 

3 bullet points on ideas for the next 12 months include. 

• Continue to attend and assist with organisation of events. 

• Continue to liaise closely with both the Law Society Administrator and President as to what assistance 
is required from the Sub Board at upcoming events.  (N.B. some of the events during the 2024/2025 
year were organised by Cross Productions and required little or no input from the Sub Board.) 

• Consider whether monthly events can be planned for members alongside the Society’s Wellbeing 
Champions on a relatively informal basis, i.e. drop ins at coffee shops, walks, etc. 

       

 

 

Chairperson name:  Sharon Percival 

 

 



 

Leicestershire Law Society -    Report for AGM October 2025 

Date of Report 30th September 2025 

Name of Sub Board: Family 

 

Members of the Sub Board are: 

Kate Reeves – chair     Gayle Rowley 

Gina Samuel Richards     Sarah Greaves  

Kye Herbert      Ashwin Topiwala 

Bina Modi      Vijay Kumar 

Amy Owen-Davis  

 

Number of Meetings  

Over the past 12 months, the sub-board has met 5 times – twice in March and once in May, June and August 
2025 

5 bullet points on work carried out Sept 2024– September 2025 

• We have recruited new members to the board – Amy Owen-Davis.  

• The subgroup has been focused on organising events and ensuring these are a success and raised the 
profile of LLS.   

o We have organised two events – a Private Law and Finance seminar on 10th December 2024 
with HHJ Birk, HHJ Chaudhuri and DJ Jeffers and a Public Law Seminar on 21st May 2025 with 
Mrs Justice Lieven, HHJ Chaudhuri and Counsel Matthew Maynard of St Ives Chambers 
sponsored by St Ives Chambers. Both events were very successful and profitable.  

o They also raised the profile of LLS across both public and private family law.  
o We have a further event planned on 8th October – a Family Law Seminar with DNA Legal and 

Communicourt. This event is also sponsored by DNA Legal. We are hoping it will be as 
successful as the other two events.   

• We have looked at any relevant consultations and have not needed to complete any for the law society 
recently.  

• We have met to discuss other areas of training and events that we could hold. We are looking at a Legal 
Career event with the two universities next year. We are also looking if we could collaborate with other 
third parties for the events, such as the WHERK clothing brand.  

• We have ensured that we have an effective and varied membership to the sub board and that we have 
active members making our subgroup a success.   

3 bullet points on ideas for the next 12 months include. 

• To look at other training events we can do (in conjunction with the education and training subgroup) – 
ensuring that our events cover the range of different areas of family law so we can reach out to as many 
and as varied members and non-members to encourage participation and raise profile of LLS.  

• Participate in family law consultations on behalf of LLS. 



• Continue to have strong links with partner agencies – for example Resolution and Leicester and 
Leicestershire Family Justice Board to ensure the dissemination of information and updates between all 
and joined up working.  

 

 

       

 

Kate Reeves 

Chairperson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Leicestershire Law Society - Report for AGM October 2025 

Date of Report 5th October 2025 

Name of Sub Board County Societies Group 

Members of the Sub Board are local law societies of a similar size. 

• Cheshire & North Wales Law Society 

• Devon & Somerset Law Society 

• Kent Law Society 

• Leicestershire Law Society 

• Newcastle Law Society 

• Surrey Law Society 

Over the past 12 months, the sub-board has met 10 times online. 

There have also been two in person Events - the visit to Parliament in May and the Tour of the 

national Law Society premises at Chancery Lane in August. 

 

LLS working with the County Societies group have also responded to two SRA Consultations;- 

The Model of Solicitors holding client money and proposed Third Party Management Accounts 

Nov 2024. 

Changing Requirements on First Tier Complaints. May 2025. 

 

Following the success of the Parliamentary visit in 2025 enquiries are now underway for a 

repeat in 2026. 

The next online meeting is scheduled for Monday 27th October. 

 

Christl Hughes 

LLS County Societies Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Leicestershire Law Society -    Report for AGM 29 October 2025 

Date of Report:  6 October 2025  

Name of Sub Board:  Small Firms Committee  

Members of the Sub Board are: 

• Parvien Akther (PA) of Bright Legal 

• Rakesh Veja (RV) of Welford Solicitors  

Number of Meetings  

Over the past 12 months – the sub board has met two times  

Summary of work carried out Sept 2024 – September 2025 

Ensuring all current members of the Sub Board are active, which they were. As well as having the 

two formal meetings, because there are only two members of the sub board, a number of informal 

telephone calls and in person discussions were had throughout the year.  

The sub board hosted a networking event specifically targeted at small firms and other small local 

businesses which had over 30 attendees. It provided an opportunity for attendees to discuss 

matters that impact their firms and businesses in an informal setting.  

An article was written in the LLS magazine to highlight the work that Welford Solicitors, a small 

and local niche firm, does. This was important to raise the profile of the firm and highlighting the 

important work that they do.  

Informally speaking with owners of small firms across Leicestershire during various law Society 

events and offering opportunities to share ideas, concerns and difficulties with managing/running 

a small firm.  

Rakesh Veja had a conference with the current president of the Law Society of England & Wales, 

Richard Atkinson, to discuss the current Legal Aid Agency data breach and the impact this is having 

on small firms and the difficulties it imposes. The Law Society was to make further representations 

on behalf of Solicitors.   

Parvien Akhtar has been elected to the Law Society Council (Ethnic Minority Seat) and is happy to 

raise any issues facing small firms to LS. Parcien was also invited to the Opening of the Legal Year 

at Westminster Abbey/ Houses of Parliament. She spoke with Justice Cheema-Grubb who said she 

would be happy to attend Leicester to present a Seminar. Perhaps we should invite her to our Civic 

Dinner? 

 

Ideas for the next 12 months include. 

• Host another networking event.  

• Encourage other small firms to provide insight into their firms and practice by providing 

articles for the LLS magazine.  



• Send out a questionnaire to small firms within Leicestershire to identify what further support 

they want from LLS, encourage small firms to join LLS and respond accordingly.  

 

 

Chairperson name:  Rakesh Veja  

 


